Dear___________________________________________,

Recently I have become aware that children in parts of Brazil are being buried alive in the name of indigenous cultural preservation.  In cases where children develop physical handicaps, are born twins, or are born to single mothers, infanticide is a common practice among at least 20 indigenous groups.  The Brazilian government seems indifferent to this injustice, and so I’m writing this letter to request the full power of your office to increase awareness about this tragedy happening among the tribes.  

During a congressional hearing, Congressman Francisco Praciano declared: 

“The Declaration of Human Rights and the Constitution

do not apply to the indigenous peoples.”

This kind of thinking is unacceptable and it amounts to national shame. The lack of decisive action by the Brazilian government when faced with such blatant human rights violations flies in the face of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international agreements to which Brazil is a signatory.

Many indigenous people in Brazil want to stop infanticide, but they have not received any support from their government.  On the contrary, by imposing restrictions and red-tape, the Brazilian government has effectively suppressed their efforts. The government has intimidated individuals and non-governmental groups that work to save the lives of indigenous children.  The government’s attempt to conceal their failed indigenous policies has brought tremendous hardship to these indigenous families.  

Below is a brief list of legislation making its way through the political channels, which I urge you to support:

1. Constitutional Amendment Proposal (PEC 303/2008) – put forth by Congressman Pompeo de Mattos, President of the Human Rights & Minorities Commission. The proposal has already been endorsed by over one third of Congress.  The amendment maintains the indigenous right to cultural diversity and integrity, but it conditions it to the preservation of the fundamental right to life. 

2. Adoption Law Amendment Proposal (PL 314/2004) – submitted by Congressman Miguel Martini. If approved, this law will give the Indigenous children at risk, the right to be adopted by another tribe or by a non-Indigenous family.

3. Muwaji’s Law (PL 1057/2007) – championed by Congressman Henrique Afonso, this law will give protection to the indigenous children against infanticide.

To learn more about these, please visit www.hakani.org  and www.voiceforlife.blogspot.com.  

I’m a strong proponent of the right of indigenous people in Brazil to maintain their language, their culture and their traditional ways.  But that right must not infringe on a child’s fundamental right to life.  We must grow the discussion about infanticide in Brazil; the pressure must build.  Only then will we see lasting change in the legislation that will protect ALL Brazilian children. 

Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________
 (Your Name)

